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Scagawea, a Shashone Indian, guided and interpreted for explorers Lewis and Clarke as they

traveled up the Mississippi, but she had adventures long before that one, like the time she was

captured by the Minnetarees, and taken away from her family and everything that she knew and

loved....
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Before I read the book, I saw the PBS documentary about Lewis and Clark. After reading the book, I

double checked the information with the journals of the men of the Corps of Discovery. The first

mistake the book made was that it said Sacagawea had learned English, and translated for them.

However, she had not learned English at this time. The true translation process worked like this:

Lewis or Clark would tell someone something in English; a member of the expedition would tell it to

Charbonneau in French. Charbonneau would then translate it to Sacajawea's native language, and

then she would speak to the Indians they met in their native language (if she knew it.)One of the

many other problems with Scott O'Dell's version, was that he made it sound like Captain William

Clark was in love with Sacagawea, and she was in love with him. There is no proof that he was in

love with her, but according to the journals, he did show compassion on her by trying to protect her

from Charbonneau, who would often beat her.Overlooking many small mistakes, I also must point



out that Captain Lewis's Newfoundland dog was actually stolen, where in the book, it says that

Captain Lewis gave Sacagawea the dog.The end was the most disappointing part of the book.

Once they reached the place where Sacagawea and her husband had started the journey, Captain

Clark came to speak to her. He basically told her what he thought of her: that he didn't love her, and

that he thought of her as a child. This led her to pack up and leave-the book ends with her riding

away. Away from her husband whom she hated, and Captain Clark who she thought she loved.

Away to the Shoshone people she truly loved.However, this is not very accurate. It is known that

Sacagawea stayed with Charbonneau at Fort Mandan for a month or two.
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